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SAFETY BULLETIN

SHBOZ-015 LAWN MOWER SAFETY
(Reviewed 28 February 2002}

The power lawn mower 15 one of the most dangerous tools around the home. Accidents result in
costly medical expenses or property damage, You should be familiar with vour lawn mower in
order o oblain the best results, have a peat appearing lawn, and prevent accidents, Here are
snggestions to aid you in safely carrving out this necossary task:

Before

0

o

Read the instruction munual (o leam the proper way (o star and stop the engine, how 1o make
inor adjustments, and operate the controls.

[Have the hlades sharpened, it needed. Clean the air filter. Change the cil. Remove o1l snd
greasy dust from the engine, Clean debns from the air passages around the engine, Make
sure the whesls are on tight and the mower is level. Adjust cutting heighe, if necessary. If
you are not mechanically inclined, take the mower (o someone eaperienced in lawn mower
mainlenance and repairs.

Remember if vou need to work on the lawn mower disconnest the spark plug st

Always refuel a power mower when it 13 cold or belore starting Lhe engine,  Gasoling splled
on hot surlaces is easily ignited when the engine is restarted.

Belore you slarl (o mow, clear the lown of dehis, incloding sticks, stones, toys, and garden
hoses.

Woear heavy-duty shocs and leng pants 1o protect your legs, Wear safety gopoles or plasses
{zafety sunglasses) to protect vour eves. Wear car protection (like thal worm on shoosling

ranges) o prolect your hearing,

Ensure you apply sun bleck (SPF-23 minimum), and have plenty of water on hand.

During

|

Muw only when the grass is dey. In addition to the damage done to the lawn, wet grass is
slippery and there is a greator danger of a fool secidentally sliding inlo the mower, In the
case of elecing mowers, dangers are increased because 2 person could be electrocuted if the
cord was accidentally cut or the moewer developed s shorl n the winng,

o When mowing banks, always mow across the slope, nel up and down, There i3 less

possibility of vour feet slipping into the mower or having the mower slide over your fect.

SAFETY BULLETIN

1ofi

SAFETY BULLETIN




